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orld of Atari” Tours Dallas
by D.E. Scott

Atari ST/Mega architecture
ing turbo-fitted, hot-wired,
ited, backed up, and driven
leverse engineering at the
l of Atari national tour in
last August 19-20, sponsored
Wri Corp. and American ST
IInagazine. It was a party of
ird party, where computer
\sts and user-group mem-
itked to see developers and
4 who, in the Atari world,
fined near-celebrity status:
and Sandy Small, Charles
, John Eidsvoog, Tom
b Jim Allen, George Miller
# Vederman.

Il makes a show like this
|, from the point of view of
lislast, is not how big it is,
tomfortably small it is, and
f proximity to genuinely
| people.

Eorp. likes to judge its own
liecess by the crowds its
LN attract at major trade
COMDEX and CES. If
) e Atari’s standards to
i show in Dallas, the
Jlive computer this time
WAl have been, ironically,
Ny Macintosh soft-

T TN Y O

monitor, but its disk drive as well—
thus the “GCR,” which stands for
the Group-Coded Recording method
used by the Mac. The ST’s main disk
drive need not be physically modi-
fied for this emulation to work; the
cartridge and Spectre software per-

form the necessary modifications

once they’re invoked, on the fly.
David Small looks upon his work
as a brainchild under development,
and describes it to the public like
this: “This is the son of Spectre 128,
which is the son of Magic Sac. So
this is the third generation; this one
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the algorithmic breeze with
whomever passed by, Sandy was
shaking hands, passing out leaflets
and pitching the product to prospec-
tive purchasers. If you can’t call her
“Dad,” Sandy might at least be
described as Gadgets’ campaign
manager.

During the show, David, a group
of colleagues, and I were testing
every piece of Macintosh software
that volunteers could hand us. One
such piece was a shareware game
where the mouse moves a floating
hockey-puck-like character collect-

“If we were to use Atari’s

standards to judge zts own show.-

running Macintos qoﬂwarc-

679

Introducing PC Gear's
newest arrival: the V.32
modem!

The V.32 has two-wire
(dial-up) transmission at
9600bps with built in
forward error control for
reliable transmission,
Falls back to480 bps -




inira-rarty rarty

ced to many at

ent of a Norton
es package,
s is a logical
t user. Its chief
ile, replaces the
Desktop that
d with a more
ally appealing
 deleting and
therwise mon-
As an applica-
tiFile can be
S an accessory,

it can be loaded by MultiDesk; and
with the new version of Charles’
“Little Green” selector, it can be
loaded by an auto-folder replace-
ment for the GEM item selector. Like
the modules of an Erector set, all of
CodeHead'’s expert-user operating
environments have the intrinsic
need to link into each other.

This year, the CodeHeads found
themselves attacked by their closest
competitor—literally. Two booths to
the north of Johnson and Eidsvoog,
the men of Double-Click Software—
among them Michael Vederman,
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An 80286-based microcomputer that

Dream
Machine

features 12 MHz performance, a
high-density disk drive, AT-style
keyboard, and built-in-America
quality with a strong, one-year

limited warranty.
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$8950

or a low-priced computer? Uncertain
Jtable imports or "no-name" clones with
policies" and non-existent warranties?
et an honest American: The Kaypro KC-2.
Ul patriot combines all the features of a
mputer system with a strong American

d service ... All for a low retail price.
mber, more than 37 years of electronics
stands behind every Kaypro computer.
1ew KAYPRO KC-2,
in Dream Machine.

LL-FREE 1-800-633-164

:arge on Mastercard, Visa, or Discover card orders. Price, specifications
fo change without notice. Shipping and handling extra. Defective mer-
aired at discretion of Professional Computer Services. Return merchan-
red on all returns and may be subject to 15% restocking fee. Missouri

West

24 Hour Fax 1 417 8766577
» CUSTOMER SERVICE 1-417-876-6167 @
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Paul Lee and Gilbert Callaghan—
were arming themselves with what
proved, for the sake of this show, to
be heavy metal ammunition: little
metal hand clickers. Even while
innocent prospective buyers were
checking out the CodeHead booth,
they were unknowingly clicking the
double-clickers like an uncontrol-
lable twitch or reflex action. Before
long, the exhibit hall of the Holiday
Inn sounded like it was invaded by
locusts.
Of course, you know this means
war. Early in the show, Eidsvoog
decorated a wastebasket with a sign
that read “Clicker Receptacle,” and
placed it at the back corner of the
CodeHead booth. It was to be
moved forward from that location
several times during the show. The
Double-Clickers, led by Vederman,
would make sporadic “hits” on the
CodeHead booth, leading Johnson
to ask the crowd, “Who wants to
post bail for me?” as he started to
lunge for Vederman. Late in the
show, Johnson tripped over one of
his own clipboards, resulting in a
terrific clapping noise that was to
spell revenge for the CodeHeads.
An army of clickers proved no
match—at least in decibels—against
two formica clipboards.

The percussion duel was all in
good fun, but the market battle is a
bit more serious. Double-Click
showed its DC-Stuffer which, like
MultiDesk, runs accessories as if
they were applications, clearing.
them from memory when they’re
through. Also introduced was the
DC Utilities package, which is
extremely competitive with Code-
Head’s offering. On the DC disk,
Squish allows executable files to be
compressed in size permanently,
while remaining executable; the
background program loads and
decompresses programs faster than
a standard ST would take just to
load the same program full-size.

Mike Vederman explains: “What
it does is clear out the bss [block
storage segment] and the rest of the
memory, or a portion of it if you
need it. Squish uses an undocu-
mented feature of TOS 1.0, 1.2 to
bypass the memory-clear routines
which really slow down the loading
of programs. So we bypass those
completely. What we do is we
implement our own routine to clear

out the bss. It assumes this is unae @
tialized data. It's going to use zllo
for storage which says, ‘I know “H/
need this much memory, butle @cce
know until I run the program -He
I'm going to put in there” A &k aval
programs assume that it's ¢ L
pletely zero when it starts up. XFC
zeroed that out, using a very’ e
method of clearing that out. ast!

programs don’t like that: e
assume the rest of memory &=
cleared also.” -8
DC-Deskey provides simsie and
keystroke execution for applicasm
like HotWire, but extends ke :
definition to the GEM drop
menus for each application. .
Vederman says this makes GE

“expert- friendly. [GEM by itself : Vers
great for people who are just geses to te
familiar with the program, and s and

really need everything lined ug &
for people [like me] who use
same program day-in, day-out.
do the same thing.... Every time s

into a word processor, the first &
I do is go up to ‘File/Open.” El s
run the program, and just &
Alternate-Shift-O instead of B
to go up there, I can save mysef 2%
of time.” -
DC Utilities contains a RAMSS

y
as does CodeHead, but DC’s is o= of ]
haps the first I've seen that is acs TU
ally formattable, by tracks and s : abc
tors rather than necessarily b ing
bytes. One good purpose for 2 S ma
mattable RAMdisk is for quick my
making multiple copies of 2 simete tior
physical disk, by copying it = ma
memory by track rather than chasses des

CodeHead Utilities counters e the
DC product with expert-level 8O
grams that erase a disk without WO
ing to reformat it, replace the s dis
and printer standard fonts, Thi
makemcredlblyfastlmage coTRe : ito
diskettes. Each utility described hess titi
was demonstrated flawlessly at e hOj
World of Atari in Dallas. We'll |
covering the battle between & fhe
career musicians and the doublie is”
clickers here in Computer Shopper. ;h
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Spectre GCR ho

David and Sandy Small dis

Gadgets by Small, Inc., 40 W pr
Littleton Blvd. #210-211, Littletom. di

CO 80120
$299.95 suggested retail price




